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Ithaca, Michigan
October 17, 2018

The regular meeting of the Gratiot-Isabefla Regional Education Service District (RESD) was
held at Winding Brook Conference Centre on Wednesday, October 17, 2018. The meeting was
called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Board of Education President Dr. Timm Thorsen. Members
present were: Dr. Chefl Booth, Bill Henderson, Don Schun, Matthew Showaller, Tom Steere,
Dr. Timm Thorsen. Member absent: Ed Lorenz. Also present were Dr. Jan Amsterburg,
Superintendent; Wendy Giles, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent; Martin Combs,
Associate Superintendent for Special Services; Kevin Kolb, Associate Superintendent for
Finance; Dr. Kathy Peasley, Associate Superintendent for Instruction; Kim Onstott, Employment
Programs Administrator; Matt McMahon, Associate Superintendent for Technology; Doug Bush,
Associate Superintendent for CTE.

Visitors present included Beth and Tim Odykirk, (Ms. Odykirk was representing the Professional
Association); Bill Hirschman, Auditor, Roslund. Prestage & Co., P.C. presenting the 2017-18
Financial Audit; Daryl Dawe, Teacher Consultant — VI/Orientation Mobility Specialist.

Moved to the top of the agenda was the Deaf Blind Visually Impaired Summer Program,
presented by Daryl Dawe. Daryl explained the main goal of the summer program is to get kids
outside. They visit parks throughout Gratiot and Isabella County and also Forest Hill Nature
Area. The 12 students that participated received over 100 hours of outside activities which
included 7 staff members.

Minutes of the Rescheduled Regular Meeting of September 26, 2018 were presented for
approval. A motion was made by Matthew Showalter and supported by Bill Henderson to
approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried 6-0.

Financial Statements and Claims for the month of September were presented and reviewed. A
motion was made by Matthew Showalter and supported by Dr. Booth that the Financial
Statements and Claims in the amount of $2,042,122.71 be approved as presented. Motion
carried 6-0.

Bill Hirschman, Roslund Prestage and Company, presented the 2017-2018 financial audit for
GIRESD and MM7NET. After discussion, a motion was made by Matthew Showalter and
supported by Bill Henderson to place the audit on file as presented. Motion carried 6-0.

The following Summer Tax Resolution was adopted.



Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District (the “District”)

A regular meeting of the Board of Education (the “Board”) was held in the Winding
Brook Conference Centre, within the boundaries of the District, on the 17th day of October, 2018,
at 5:00 o’clock in the p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Timm Thorsen, President.

Present: C. Booth, B. Henderson. D. Schurr. M. Showalter. T. Steere, T. Thorsen

Absent: E. Lorenz

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Matthew Showalter
supported by Member Bill Henderson.

WHEREAS, this Board previously adopted a resolution to impose a summer tax levy to
collect 100% of annual school property taxes, including debt service, upon property located
within the District and continuing from year-to-year until specifically revoked by the Board.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Board, pursuant to 1976 PA 451, as amended (Revised School Code), invokes
for 2019 its previously adopted ongoing resolution imposing a summer tax levy of all of
annual school property taxes, including debt service, upon property located within the District
and continuing from year-to-year until specifically revoked by the Board and requests each
that city and/or township in which the District is located collect those summer taxes.

2. Superintendent or designee is authorized and directed to forward to the governing
body of each city and/or township in which the District is located a copy of this Board’s
resolution imposing a summer property tax levy on an ongoing basis and a copy of this resolution
requesting that each such city and/or township agree to collect the summer tax levy for 2019 in
the amount specified in this resolution. Such forwarding of the resolutions and the request
to collect the summer tax levy shall be performed so that they are received by the appropriate
governing bodies before January 1,2019.

3. Pursuant to and in accordance with Section 16130) of the Revised School Code,
the Superintendent or designee is authorized and directed to negotiate on behalf of the District
with the governing body of each city and/or township in which the District is located for the
reasonable expenses for collection of the District’s summer tax levy that the city and/or township
may bill under MCL 380.1611 or MCL 380.1612. Any such proposed agreement shall be
brought before the Board for its approval or disapproval.



4. All resolutions and pans of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions
of this resolution be and the same are hereby rescinded.

Ayes: Booth, Henderson, Schurr, Showalter. Steere, Thorsen

Nays:

Resolution declared adopted.

Secretary, Board of Education

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Education of Gratiot
Isabella Regional Education Service District, hereby certifies that the foregoing constitutes a true
and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board at a regular meeting held on October 17,
2018, the original of which is part of the Board’s minutes. The undersigned further certifies that
notice of the meeting was given to the public pursuant to the provisions of the “Open Meetings
Act” (Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amendej,

Secretary, Board of Education
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An employment contract was presented for Sarah Ballard, Speech Language Pathologist, with
salary and benefits in accordance to the GIRESD/Professional Staff MEA/NEA agreement. A
motion was made by Tom Steere and supported by Bill Henderson to approve the employment
contract of Sarah Ballard as presented. Motion carried 6-0.

Added to the Agenda was a recommendation by Superintendent Amsterburg to approve adding a
new position, Assistant HR/Benefits,Payroll. After discussion, a motion was made by Bill
Henderson and supported by Dr. Booth to approve the recommendation for the new position as
presented. Motion carried 6-0.

Under the Superintendent’s Report, Dr. Amsterburg reported on the following:
• Launch Michigan
• Gratiot County Candidates Forum
• Wind Turbine/Tax update with superintendents, Greater Gratiot Development and

Middle Michigan Development
• STEM Passports
• Superintendent Evaluation timeline

The Lobbyist update was presented by Emily Laidlaw on the governor’s race, evaluation bill.
substitute teacher issues, exchange students and lame duck.

Director’s reports were given. Dr. Kathy Peasley, Associate Superintendent for Instruction,
provided an update on the Regional Professional Development day on November 6, Early
Literacy Collaborative and Talking is Teaching grant.

Kim Onstott, Employment Programs Administrator, discussed more employers in Gratiot and
Isabella County are buying into the Going Pro grant, new staff update, and the financial
allocation for 2018-19.

Mart McMahon, Associate Superintendent for Technology, briefed the board on the MAEDS
Conference, interviews for the Systems Engineer position, and department services.

Marty Combs, Associate Superintendent for Special Services, apprised board members on
immunization collaboration, staffing, staff appreciation luncheon, and the latest Special
Education Board Report.

Doug Bush, Associate Superintendent for Career Technical Education discussed the Marshall
Plan, Educator / Employer Partnership Initiatives; Grow Your Own. CATE Pilot, RESD Promo
video.

Kevin KoIb, Associate Superintendent for Finance, provided an update on the GTEC parking lot;
Winding Brook CC parking lot (bids wi1 be released December/January); financial audits for
GIRESD and MMNET; financial software study update.



CA:

Under Other Business, Matthew Showalter reminded board members of the Annual MASB
Leadership Conference, November 1-4, 2018, and the Delegate Assembly handbook, and MASB’s
Private School Funding filing an Amicus Curiae brief opposing private school funding law.

Being no further business before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Matthew
Showalter and supported by Bill Henderson. President Dr. Timm Thorsen adjourned the meeting
at 6:47 p.m.

Dr. Timm Thorsen, President Thomas Steere, Secretary


